366	EUROPE FROM 911  TO  1198
attempt to check the German advance in Pomerania. He
therefore avoided the misfortunes that had befallen his
brothers, at the price of a diminished authority, and was able
to hand on his title to his son, who, however, had to experience
eight years of civil war with his uncle Mesco before he was
able to assume the title of Grand Prince in 1202. Poland
was free from German suzerainty when the twelfth century
closed, but its partition was an established fact.
Hungary	Since the coronation of St. Stephen in the year 1000,
The kingdom Hungary had been a kingdom. The crown remained for
t^iree centuries in the same family—the descendants of duke
Arpad, who had led the Magyars into Hungary in the ninth
century. The king ruled in semi-patriarchal fashion, like
the duke in Bohemia; his power was supreme in adminis-
tration and jurisdiction, and the assembling of the army was
his.prerogative. Furthermore, he was the owner of a great
part of the land ; and when German immigrants had helped
to develop the mineral resources of Upper Hungary and the
salt-mines of Transylvania, the riches that accrued to him
from these sources, added to the revenues of his vast domain,
made him one of the wealthiest sovereigns of Europe. Again,
there was a small class of great nobles, royal officials, and a
large class of lesser nobles, knights. The country was divided
into counties, with a royal foispan (not unlike the English
sheriff) in charge of each, so that in local as well as central
government the king was supreme. Later, the granting of
lands to officials and knights tended to impoverish the king
and to create a feudal, decentralising class; but until the
thirteenth century this was hardly evident.
The Church was a strong supporter of monarchy. Hun-
gary had its own archbishop at Gran, the ancient capital,
and so formed a separate province, linked not with Germany
but directly with Rome. The Papacy in the eleventh century
showed special favour to the Hungarian kings, two of whom,
Stephen I and Ladislas I, were canonised. Partly this favour
was due to the papal claim of overlordship, deriving from the
supposed gift of a crown to Stephen I by Pope Sylvester II;
partly it arose out of the contest of the Papacy with the
Empire, since the Popes could count on the support ol
Hungary, which was anxious to sever completely its lint

